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ALERUS CENTER WINS SPECTRA VENUE OF THE YEAR 

AWARD 
 

Alerus Center Takes Home The Venue of the Year Award from Annual 

Conference  
 

Grand Forks, ND. (February 8, 2019) - Spectra honored Alerus Center with the Venue 

of the Year Award. Annually, the leading venue management & company recognizes a 

venue in their portfolio for successfully transforming events to unforgettable experiences 

for fans and guests.   

   

Alerus Center saw a major increase in the overall number of events it hosted in 2018 

compared to 2017. Alerus Center hosted 326 events in 2017 and 427 events in 2018. The 

101-event increase led to a significant financial improvement. 

 

In 2018, Alerus Center hosted 26 conventions and trade shows which drive overnight 

hotel stays and direct spend in Grand Forks. Alerus Center is proud to host these 

conventions and trade shows because it allows the building to help showcase everything 

Grand Forks has to offer as a destination for these events. For example, Alerus Center 

hosted city leaders from across the state for League of Cities in September while in 

March, over 1,500 students and 47 teams competed in a three-day competition at Great 

Northern Regional FIRST Robotics. Alerus Conference Center experienced a 40% 

attendance increase in 2018 compared to 2017. 

 

“The Alerus Center Commission is very proud of the Alerus Center staff and all they 

have accomplished this past year, said Matt Walkowiak, Chair of the Alerus Center 

Commission. “The great team that Spectra assembled has worked tirelessly to bring 

diverse content to the city of Grand Forks and its citizens to achieve the ultimate goal of 

driving economic impact. We anticipate continued success and great things to come from 

Alerus Center.” 

 

2018 was a banner year for Alerus Center concert-wise. It was the first year in the 

building’s existence that it hosted three concerts of over 8,500 people in paid attendance.   
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 Over the past year, Spectra has consistently improved the Alerus Center event load by 

booking more events in the venue and executing them with ease. Major ticketed events 

in 2018 include;  

 Metallica  

 Thomas Rhett 

 Five Finger Death Punch & Shinedown 

 Toughest Monster Truck Tour 

 Rodney Carrington 

 Casting Crowns 

 Jurassic Quest 

 Happy Harry’ Beer & Bacon Festival 

 Hairball 

 Rick Springfield 

 Mannheim Steamroller 

 Bill Engvall 

 Resurrection Tour 

 

The Metallica concert in September helped Alerus Center break four significant building 

records including highest-grossing food and beverage sales, highest-grossing 

merchandise sales, highest-grossing ticket sales, and highest-grossing partnerships 

revenue for one show since the building opened in February 2001. The concert also 

generated $1,492,978 in direct spending within the city according to an Event Impact 

Summary developed by the Greater Grand Forks Conventions and Visitors Bureau. The 

highest sectors of those sales were lodging, food and beverage, and retail. On the night 

of the show, there were 9,266 overnight attendees. 

 

“2018 was a great year for us, and we have a lot of work to do in 2019,” said Spectra’s 

Anna Rosburg, General Manager of Alerus Center. “We look forward to building upon 

our success and continuing to bring in diverse events that help drive economic impact 

and improve the quality of life for our Grand Forks area citizens.” 

 

 

# # # 

 

About Alerus Center 

Alerus Center, a 13,500-seat arena that can accommodate 22,000 for concerts, is the 

home of the University of North Dakota football team. The multi-purpose arena also 

hosts family shows, sporting events, banquets, weddings, conventions, and trade shows. 

Alerus Center features 14-luxury suites and a club lounge, as well as an adjacent 

160,000-sq. ft. of convention and trade-show space, including a 26,000-sq. ft. grand 

ballroom and 12 meeting rooms. 

 

About Spectra 

Spectra is an industry leader in hosting and entertainment, partnering with clients to 

create memorable experiences for tens of millions of visitors every year. Spectra’s 

unmatched blend of integrated services delivers incremental value for clients through 

several primary areas of expertise: Venue Management, Food Services & Hospitality, 

and Partnerships. Learn more at SpectraExperiences.com. Follow Spectra on Facebook, 

Instagram, Twitter and LinkedIn.  

http://www.spectraexperiences.com/
https://www.facebook.com/spectraexperiences/
https://www.instagram.com/spectraexperiences/
https://twitter.com/SpectraExp
https://www.linkedin.com/company/spectra-by-comcast-spectacor/

