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ALERUS CENTER ECONOMIC IMPACT 
 

Grand Forks, ND, (May 24, 2019) – 2018 was a banner year for Alerus Center. 2018 saw a 

$310,074 profit which was a swing to the bottom line of over $700,000 from 2017 and an 

attendance increase of 50,000 through the doors. It was also the first year in the building’s history 

that it hosted three concerts of over 8,500 people in paid attendance. 

 

Turning the page to 2019, Spectra plans to build on Alerus Center’s success and is proud of the 

economic impact and direct spending that has been driven to Grand Forks so far this year. Major 

ticketed events that have occurred in 2019 include:  

 

 PAW Patrol Live! 

 Happy Harry’s Beer & Bacon Festival 

 North Dakota Association of Dance & Drill 

 Fight the Frost 

 Jurassic Quest 

 Dierks Bentley 

 Hugo’s Toughest Monster Truck Tour 

 Harlem Globetrotters 

 Jo Koy 

 

Alerus Center’s Mission Statement is “To provide premier entertainment and events that stimulate 

economic impact and improve the quality of life for Grand Forks area citizens.” Not only did 

Spectra provide premier entertainment for Grand Forks area citizens with the before mentioned 

events, it also drove direct spending for the Grand Forks community. 74% of known ticket sales 

for these events came from outside Grand Forks/East Grand Forks which help to drive hotel stays 

and direct spend for local businesses. 

 

To further quantify that number, the Greater Grand Forks Convention and Visitors Bureau 

developed an Event Impact Summary for the nine events listed above. Cumulatively, these events 

resulted in a direct spend of $1,897,822 that benefited the Greater Grand Forks community. The 

highest industries of those sales were food and beverage, retail, and lodging. Also since the start  
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of 2019, there was a total of 4,567 overnight attendees that came from the nine major ticketed 

events held at Alerus Center. 

 

“Our main goal at Alerus Center is to drive economic impact by providing diverse, quality 

entertainment for Grand Forks area citizens,” says Spectra’s Anna Rosburg, General Manager 

of Alerus Center. “We have had a great start to 2019 and look forward to bringing in more events 

that will improve the quality of life for the Greater Grand Forks community!” 

 

Alerus Center looks to close out 2019 with the following events: 

 

 GARDEN BROS CIRCUS 

 Cheap Trick 

 Dwight Yoakam 

 Grand Forks Comic Con 

 2019 North Dakota Football 

 More to come 

 

Follow Alerus Center’s social media and www.AlerusCenter.com for future announcements. 

 

 

### 

 

 

About Alerus Center 

Alerus Center, a 13,500-seat arena that can accommodate 22,000 for concerts, is the home of the 

University of North Dakota football team. The multi-purpose arena also hosts family shows, 

sporting events, banquets, weddings, conventions, and trade shows. Alerus Center features 14-

luxury suites and a club lounge, as well as an adjacent 160,000-sq. ft. of convention and trade-

show space, including a 26,000-sq. ft. grand ballroom and 12 meeting rooms. 

 

About Spectra 

Spectra is an industry leader in hosting and entertainment, partnering with clients to create 

memorable experiences for millions of visitors every year. Spectra’s unmatched blend of 

integrated services delivers incremental value for clients through several primary areas of 

expertise: Venue Management, Food Services & Hospitality, and Partnerships. Learn more at 

SpectraExperiences.com. Follow Spectra on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and LinkedIn. 

http://www.aleruscenter.com/
http://www.spectraexperiences.com/
https://www.facebook.com/spectraexperiences/
https://www.instagram.com/spectraexperiences/
https://twitter.com/SpectraExp
https://www.linkedin.com/company/spectra-by-comcast-spectacor/

